
Want to learn more?
African American Heritage in the Upper Housatonic Valley, edited by David 
Levinson (Berkshire Publishing Group, 2006), 230-page hardcover, illustrated, 

$24.95 plus $4 postage 
		  Visit www.AfricanAmericanTrail.org

Dr. Du Bois Rebuilds His Dream House by Bernard A. Drew 
(Attic Revivals Press, 2006), 128-page paperback, illustrated, 

$17.50 plus $2.50 postage

Send mail orders to Friends of the Du Bois Homesite
PO Box 1018, Great Barrington, MA 01230

A portion of the proceeds will benefit the maintenance of the park 
at the W.E.B. Du Bois Boyhood Homesite

Want to help?

Friends of the Du Bois Boyhood Homesite serves as property steward, 
eyes and ears (and occasionally hands) for UMass Amherst.
	 There’s lots to do at the homesite while the visiioning process is going 

on. There’s landscaping to be done, a trail to be monitored and maintained. 
Donations will help purchase a few trees and a bench for the boulder and to 
print publications to keep everyone informed. We need to have a sign near the 
highway. You can help by sending tax-deductible financial contributions to the 
Friends of the W.E.B. Du Bois Homesite. We are a 501(c)3 organization under 
the umbrella of the Great Barrington Land Conservancy. 
	 Group guided tours of the property can be arranged. 
 
	 Friends of the Du Bois Homesite now has a web site  

www.DuBoisHomesite.org 
e-mail info@DuBoisHomesite.org

regular mail P.O. Box 1018, Great Barrington, MA 01230 
telephone 413-528-3391 

Grants launch next phase: a visioning process for the property

The new parking lot and walking path to the memorial boulder make the W.E.B. Du Bois Boyhood Homesite accessible to the 
public for the first time in many years. It’s only a beginning. Through grants from the University of Massachusetts President’s 
Creative Economy Fund, the National Trust for Historic Preservation and Berkshire-Taconic Community Foundation, work 

has begun on a project called “Developing a Plan for Heritage Tourism at the W.E.B. Du Bois Boyhood Home Site and Other Areas in 
Great Barrington.” In announcing the UMass grant, President Jack M. Wilson wrote to David Glassberg, Professor of History and author 
of the grant proposal, “Your proposal meets the criteria for the program and holds, I believe, great potential for success. I am particularly 
cognizant of the fact that Chancellor Cole recently authorized $50,000 to build a parking and interpretive area at the Du Bois site; so that 
visitors can more easily have access and learn more about Du Bois, and I am pleased to support further planning for this important site.”
	 Glassberg along with Jay Schafer, director, Du Bois Library, UMass; Rob Cox, Special Collections, Du Bois Library; Amil-
car Shabazz, African-American Studies, UMass; Robert Paynter, Anthropology, UMass; Rachel Fletcher and Bernard Drew, Friends 
of the Du Bois Homesite, met at UMass July 25 with landscape designer Michael Singer to map plans for a visioning session to be 
held in late September. Other participants will be drawn from the Great Barrington and UMass communities and nationally recognized 
experts in historic preservation and the interpretation of African American heritage sites. 
                This group’s task is to shape a plan that can be taken to the next level, a major national educational and fundraising campaign.
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Dr. Edmund Gordon and Dr. Susan Gordon 
examine a poster on the new path at the Du 
Bois Boyhood Homesite.




